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Migration Process

 When the WordPress site is completed in a local environment (e.g. XAMPP) the
next step is moving it to the internet or web hosting
This process is called site migration

* Migration involves transferring all WordPress files and the database to the
server
* The goal is to make the site publicly available under its own domain

Migration can be performed automatically using plugins or manually using FTP
tools and the database
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What is Hosting and Domain

* Hosting is online space where site files are stored (images themes plugins
database)

 Domain is the address through which visitors access the site (e.g.
www.myfirstsite.com)

* Hosting and domain together form the foundation of any web presentation

* During migration WordPress files are copied to the hosting account while the
database is imported to the server

* The user then links the domain with hosting via DNS records


http://www.myfirstsite.com/
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Preparation for Migration

e Before starting it is necessary to

Create a backup of the complete local project (files + database)
Check that WordPress is up to date

Ensure access to cPanel or hosting FTP credentials

Create an empty MySQL database on the server to import the local database

This preparation prevents errors during migration and allows quick correction if
problems occur
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Automatic Migration using All-in-One WP
Migration

* The easiest way to move a site is using the All-in-One WP Migration plugin

After installation on the local site the user selects Export - File and downloads
the .wpress file

* On the new WordPress (on hosting) the same plugin is installed and the user
selects Import - File to upload the downloaded file

* The plugin automatically transfers all content settings and database without
manual intervention

 This method is ideal for users who want a fast and secure transfer



All-in-One WP
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Manual Migration

 Manual migration requires more technical knowledge but provides complete
control over the process

* It consists of two parts
* File transfer — using an FTP client or Total Commander

* Database transfer — exporting the local database and importing it on the
hosting

* This method is useful when using custom server settings or specific file
structures
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File Transfer via Total Commander

* Total Commander allows connection to the server via FTP protocol
* The user enters server address username password and port (usually 21)

* Once the connection is established local files (from htdocs/site_name) are
copied to the public_html or www folder on the server

* The transfer may take several minutes depending on site size and internet speed

» After completion all WordPress files are available onlin
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Total Commander (x64) 11.51 - NOT REGISTERED — O

Files Mark Commands MNet Show Configuration Start Help

2wt @ @ % e 5H B8 aNEI D

FTP Transfer mode Binary (archives, doc etc.) ~  Disconnect ;\;‘??:?;c‘:‘::;e&a |

3o v ftp://vespeced @ves-pec.edu.rs@ftp.ves-pec.edu.rs | \ B v ‘Lnonej 342.063.828 k of 511.146.188 k free | \

w 0% * v w c\xampphhtdocs\wordpress\*.* #* v

4+ Name Ext Size Date Attr 4+ Name Ext Size Date Attr

@®u <DIR> Tu <DIR>  17.10.2025 19:08 —
[.cagefs] <DIR>  06.04.2018 21:10 -771 ﬁ [wp-admin] <DIR>  17.10.2025 19:08 ----
[.caldav] <DIR>  07.05.2024 10:07 -755 & [wp-content] <DIR>  20.10.2025 21:27 -
[.cl.selector] <DIR>  08.10.2025 04:23 -755 [wp-includes] <DIR> 17.10.2025 19:08 ----
[.clwpos] <DIR>  22.02.2024 01:46 -70C \j] ..;].htaccess 543 17.10.2025 19:10 -a--
[.cpaddons] <DIR>  18.11.2019 14:47 -755 -.:lindex php 405 17.10.2025 18:54 -a--
[.cpanel] <DIR>  19.10.2025 23:03 -70C | H ; license txt 19.903 17.10.2025 18:54 -a—
[.cphorde] <DIR>  02.10.2019 23:33 -70C Oreadme html 7425 17.10.2025 18:54 -a-- |
[.gnome2] <DIR>  16.08.2011 17:12 -755 -.:lwpfactivate php 7.387 17.10.2025 18:54 -a--
[-htpasswds] <DIR>  19.01.2018 14:03 -75C é .;]wp—blog—header php 351 17.10.2025 18:54 -a-- |
[-koality] <DIR>  03.04.2024 10:01 -755 .;]wp—comments—post php 2.323 17.10.2025 18:54 -a-- |
[.pyzor] <DIR>  21.12.2016 14:05 -755 [j -.:lwpfconfig php 3.604 17.10.2025 19:09 -a—
[.razor] <DIR>  20.10.2025 14:15 -755 ..;]wp—config—sample php 3.336 17.10.2025 18:54 -a- |
[.softaculous] <DIR>  15.07.2019 01:22 -711 .:]wp—cron php 5.617 17.10.2025 18:54 -a--
[.spamassassin] <DIR>  08.05.2025 11:10 -755 -.:lwpflinksfopml php 2.502 17.10.2025 18:54 -a--
[.sgmuailattach] <DIR>  12.01.2011 01:15 -755 ..;]wp—load php 3.937 17.10.2025 18:54 -a--
[.sgmaildata] <DIR>  25.10.2012 02:22 -755 -.q:lwpflogin php 51.414 17.10.2025 18:54 -a--
[.subaccounts] <DIR>  07.05.2024 10:07 -755 -.g:lwpfmail php 8.727 17.10.2025 18:54 -a--
[-trash] <DIR>  12.03.2025 00:02 -70C .;]wp—settings php 30.081 17.10.2025 18:54 -a--
[cache] <DIR>  22.10.2016 09:58 -755 -.:lwpfsignup php 34.516 17.10.2025 18:54 -a--
[desktop] <DIR>  14.03.2018 12:57 -755 .;pr—trackback php 5.102 17.10.2025 18:54 -a--
[etc] <DIR>  03.04.2025 09:12 -75C .;]xmhpc php 3.205 17.10.2025 18:54 -a--
[logs] <DIR>  20.10.2025 19:02 -70C
[Iscache] <DIR>  04.11.2024 10:50 G771
Traill N0~ NE N2 INIE 2-EA _TEA

0k/1.272.937 kin 0 / 21 file(s), 0 / 30 dir(s) 0k/185kin 0 /18 file(s), 0/ 3 dir(s)

c\xampp\htdocs\wordpress> ‘ ~
F3 View FA Edit | B ey | F6 Move | F7 NewFolder F& Delete Alt+F4 Exit

Total Commander Migration
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Export and Import Database

* In XAMPP export the database from phpMyAdmin by clicking Export - Quick =
SQL

* On the hosting in phpMyAdmin create a new empty database and select Import
to upload the SQL file

 All data — posts users settings and links with themes — are transferred to the new
server

* After import the database contains the same tables and data as the local site
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phpMyAdmin
faleonse

Recent Favorites

m
8

—i ¢ New

'+~ | information_schema
[+ | mysql

[+ performance_schema
[+~ | phpmyadmin

(#H4 test

|+~ | wordpress

™ 7 Server: 127.0.0.1
| Databases Q SQL (g, Status =7 Useraccounts |} Export |« Import f Settings

Exporting databases from the current server

| Replication ¢> Variables = Charsets

# Plugins

4 Engines

{ Export templat |

New template:

Template name ‘Temp\ate name

[ Create \

Existing templates:

Template: -- Select a template -- v

| Update | \: Delete /W

Export method: ‘

© Quick - display only the minimal options
Custom - display all possible options

Format: I

SQL

m Console

| Export |

Exporting the database from localhost
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Updating links in the database

* Because the site location has changed it is necessary to update all links that still

point to localhost
This is done with an SQL command in phpMyAdmin:

 UPDATE wp_options SET option_value = 'https://yourdomain.com' WHERE
option_name = 'siteurl’;
 UPDATE wp_options SET option_value = 'https://yourdomain.com' WHERE
option_name = 'home’;
* This way WordPress recognizes the new address and all links on the site work
correctly
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™ ] Server: 127.0.0.1 o

phpMyAdmin
fflenee 8

Recent Favorites

Databases ;;j SQL | (g, Status =7 Useraccounts |=} Export | Import Jr" Settings Il Replication ¢»| Variables Charsets % Engines @ Plugins

‘ Run SQL query/queries on server “127.0.0.1": &

— & New
- wp_options option_value = ps://tvojdomen.rs option_name = 'siteurl';
[ ) 1 UPDATE tions SET opti 1 "https://tvejd " WHERE opti ‘siteurl’ -
Ti—-‘ information_schema 2 UPDATE wp_options SET optien_value = 'https://tvejdomen.rs' WHERE option_name = ‘home’;
-‘l-—,,_. mysql 3
T—__. performance_schema
T—__. phpmyadmin
T—__. test
+— | wordpress
v
4 L

Clear  Format Get auto-saved query

Bind parameters &

Bookmark this SQL query: ‘

Delimiter | ; ‘ Show this query here again Retain query box Rollback when finished & Enable foreign key checks = Simulate query ) a )

m Console

Example of updating links after moving the site to the domain
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Website verification and testing

* After the migration the user checks functionality

whether the homepage opens

whether images and links work

whether plugins are active

If the site does not load usually check wp-config.php (database information) and
file structure on the server

 This testing phase is crucial before the site becomes publicly available
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