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Migration Process
• When the WordPress site is completed in a local environment (e.g. XAMPP) the 

next step is moving it to the internet or web hosting
This process is called site migration

• Migration involves transferring all WordPress files and the database to the 
server

• The goal is to make the site publicly available under its own domain
Migration can be performed automatically using plugins or manually using FTP 
tools and the database



What is Hosting and Domain
• Hosting is online space where site files are stored (images themes plugins 

database)

• Domain is the address through which visitors access the site (e.g. 
www.myfirstsite.com)

• Hosting and domain together form the foundation of any web presentation

• During migration WordPress files are copied to the hosting account while the 
database is imported to the server

• The user then links the domain with hosting via DNS records

http://www.myfirstsite.com/


Preparation for Migration
• Before starting it is necessary to

• Create a backup of the complete local project (files + database)

• Check that WordPress is up to date

• Ensure access to cPanel or hosting FTP credentials

• Create an empty MySQL database on the server to import the local database

• This preparation prevents errors during migration and allows quick correction if 
problems occur



Automatic Migration using All-in-One WP 

Migration
• The easiest way to move a site is using the All-in-One WP Migration plugin

After installation on the local site the user selects Export → File and downloads 
the .wpress file

• On the new WordPress (on hosting) the same plugin is installed and the user 
selects Import → File to upload the downloaded file

• The plugin automatically transfers all content settings and database without 
manual intervention

• This method is ideal for users who want a fast and secure transfer



Adding a New Page



Manual Migration
• Manual migration requires more technical knowledge but provides complete 

control over the process 

• It consists of two parts

• File transfer – using an FTP client or Total Commander

• Database transfer – exporting the local database and importing it on the 
hosting

• This method is useful when using custom server settings or specific file 
structures



File Transfer via Total Commander
• Total Commander allows connection to the server via FTP protocol

• The user enters server address username password and port (usually 21)

• Once the connection is established local files (from htdocs/site_name) are 
copied to the public_html or www folder on the server

• The transfer may take several minutes depending on site size and internet speed

• After completion all WordPress files are available onlin



Total Commander Migration



Export and Import Database
• In XAMPP export the database from phpMyAdmin by clicking Export → Quick → 

SQL

• On the hosting in phpMyAdmin create a new empty database and select Import
to upload the SQL file

• All data – posts users settings and links with themes – are transferred to the new 
server

• After import the database contains the same tables and data as the local site



Exporting the database from localhost



Updating links in the database
• Because the site location has changed it is necessary to update all links that still 

point to localhost
This is done with an SQL command in phpMyAdmin:

• UPDATE wp_options SET option_value = 'https://yourdomain.com' WHERE 
option_name = 'siteurl’;

• UPDATE wp_options SET option_value = 'https://yourdomain.com' WHERE 
option_name = 'home’;

• This way WordPress recognizes the new address and all links on the site work 
correctly



Example of updating links after moving the site to the domain



Website verification and testing
• After the migration the user checks functionality

• whether the homepage opens

• whether images and links work

• whether plugins are active

• If the site does not load usually check wp-config.php (database information) and 
file structure on the server

• This testing phase is crucial before the site becomes publicly available
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