
Color Correction and Color 
Grading. Understanding the 
Differences and Applications 
Slaven Ljolje

SVEHERC

"Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the 

European Union. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them."

Video Marketing and Digital Branding



Introduction

Color correction and color grading are essential processes in video and 

photography post-production

They enhance visual appeal, correct color imbalances, and establish the 

desired mood or tone

Although the terms are often used interchangeably, they refer to 

different aspects of color manipulation.



What is Color Correction?

Color correction is the process of adjusting colors to appear as natural and 

realistic as possible

The goal is to fix exposure issues, white balance, contrast, and color 

consistency

Ensures that footage looks accurate across different shots and scenes

Tools used: Exposure adjustments, contrast, white balance correction, RGB 

curves



What is Color Grading?

Color grading is the process of creatively enhancing colors to achieve a 

specific look or artistic effect

It involves adjusting hue, saturation, and brightness to set a mood or 

atmosphere

Common in film production to evoke emotions and storytelling depth

Tools used: LUTs (Look-Up Tables), color wheels, selective color 

adjustments



Key Differences

•Color Correction: Technical process ensuring accurate and balanced 

colors

•Color Grading: Creative process adding a stylized look

•Goal: Correction ensures realism, while grading adds aesthetic appeal

•Timing: Correction happens first, then grading follows



Importance in Video Production

•Maintains visual continuity across different lighting conditions

•Enhances storytelling by reinforcing mood and emotions

•Increases professional quality and engagement in films and marketing materials



Tools and Software

•Adobe Premiere Pro

•DaVinci Resolve

•Final Cut Pro

•Photoshop (for photography)

•Each software offers specialized tools for both correction and grading.



Practical Applications

•Film and TV production: Setting visual themes for genres (e.g., horror - dark and 

desaturated, fantasy - vibrant and colorful)

•Advertising and branding: Ensuring brand consistency through color schemes

•Social media content: Engaging and aesthetically pleasing visuals



Color Theory in Grading

The psychology of colors influences audience perception

•Warm tones: Create feelings of warmth, energy, or nostalgia

•Cool tones: Evoke calmness, sadness, or professionalism

•Contrast and saturation: High contrast enhances drama; desaturation creates a vintage or 

cinematic feel



Conclusion

•Both color correction and grading are crucial for high-quality visuals

•Mastering both techniques leads to more professional and visually compelling content

•Experimenting with different color styles enhances storytelling and branding
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